
Geography Vocabulary Progression 

 

 Reception 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Year 1 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Year 2 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Year 3 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Year 4 
As a Geographer, I will use this 

vocabulary: 

Year 5 
As a Geographer, I will use this 

vocabulary: 

Year 6 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Locational and 
place knowledge 

 
 

Environment, place, 
home, world, town, 
local area, earth, 
journey, China, 
Great Wall of China 

City 
Capital City 
Town 
Village 
Continent  
Earth 
Ocean 
Country 
Island 
UK 
London 

World – Planet Earth 
Continent – (names) 
Ocean – (names) 
United Kingdom 
England 
Scotland 
Wales Northern Ireland 
Republic of Ireland 
London. Edinburgh, 
Cardiff, Belfast, Dublin 
Tickhill, Doncaster 
Similarity 
difference 

Earthquake, Tectonic, 
Weather, Extreme, 
Epicentre, Shockwave, 
Magnitude, 
Tsunami, Tornado, 
Natural disaster, Ring 
of Fire, USA, Thailand, 
Kent, Turkey 

River, waterway, source, tributary,  
watershed, floodplain, channel, 
oxbow lake, riverbank, estuary,  
confluence, flow, mouth, silt, River 
Nile, flow, River Amazon, atlas, 
climate change, continent, course,  
current, delta, deposition, erosion, 
estuary, lake, meander, pollution,  
sedimentary, spring, stream, water 
cycle, waterfall, vegetation. 
 
Europe, France, 
Scandinavia, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Germany, France, North 
Sea, Irish Sea, Atlantic ocean, English 
Channel, Greenland 
 
England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, 
counties, South Yorkshire, 
Northumberland, Sussex, Essex, Kent 
(links to AS kingdoms) 
 
Egypt, Giza, Thebes, Alexandria, 
Cairo, Luxor, Red Sea, Mediterranean 
Sea 
 
Peak district, Derbyshire, River 
Derwent, River Humber, Amazon 
river, River Nile, Nile delta 

Arctic circle, biome, climate, 
climate zone, continent, degrees, 
equator, human geography, 
humid, Greenwich, latitude, 
longitude, Northern Hemisphere, 
ocean, physical geography, prime 
meridian, Southern Hemisphere, 
temperate, time zone, tropics. 
Atlas, continent, county, UK 

Latitude/longitude 
Equator  
northern/southern 
hemisphere 
Southern 
Hemisphere the 
Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time 
zones (including 
day and night) 

Human Geography Road 
School 
House 
post box 

Human features 
Landmark (names of 
London Landmarks) 
Cottage, house, 
terraced house, 
semi-detached, 
detached. 

Landmark (name local 
landmarks) 
Road, motorway, 
footpath 
factory 
office 
hospital 
(walk around Tickhill) 

To describe and 
explain the different 
land uses within the 
UK- focus on Neolithic 
farming and Roman 
settlement, 
Land use, Agriculture, 
Farming, Food, 
Industry, Retail, 
Housing, Business, 
Population 

Region, settlement, community, 
population, land use, resources, 
trade, tourism, urban, rural, National 
Park, conservation, farming, 
agriculture, facilities, recreation, 
transport, culture, language, religion. 

Region, settlement, community, 
population, government, land 
use, resources, trade, urban, 
rural, farming, agriculture, 
facilities, architecture, 
recreation, transport, culture, 
immigrant 

Settlement 
land use 
 economic activity 
trade links 
distribution 
natural resources  
deforestation 
sustainability 
indigenous 
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 Reception 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Year 1 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Year 2 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Year 3 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Year 4 
As a Geographer, I will use this 

vocabulary: 

Year 5 
As a Geographer, I will use this 

vocabulary: 

Year 6 
As a Geographer, I 

will use this 
vocabulary: 

Physical 
Geography 

Seasons – spring 
summer, autumn, 
winter. 
Mountain, sea, 
beach, cliff 

Physical features 
Ice berg, sea ice, 
glacier, coastline,  
Mountain range 
Rainforest  
Woodland  

Equator 
Northern/southern 
hemisphere 
Beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain. 
Sea, ocean. River, soil, 
valley, vegetation, 
season. weather 

Earthquake, Tectonic, 
Weather, Extreme, 
Epicentre, Shockwave, 
Magnitude, 
Tsunami, Tornado, 
Natural disaster 

Ocean, coast, river, island, delta, 
mountain, hill, valley, plateau, 
summit, peak, ridge, northern 
hemisphere, southern hemisphere, 
climate, water cycle, evaporation, 
condensation, precipitation, run-off, 
river, tidal river, estuary, stream, 
lake, tributary, current, bank, mouth, 
source, fresh water, erosion, 
deposition. 

northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, 
continent, country, county, 
landmass 

climate zones, 
biomes  
vegetation belts 
forest floor 
understory 
canopy 
dispersal 
 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork 

Map, atlas, globe, 
photographs, draw 
and label simple 
map Directions – 
forwards, 
backwards, up, 
down, compare. 

Map 
Past 
Route 
Forward 
Left 
Right 
North , South, East, 
West 
Compass 
Globe 
 

Bird’s eye view 
Plan view 
Aerial photograph 
Atlas 
Globe, 
World map 
Compass directions 
North, south, east, 
west 
Near,far 
Left, right 
Symbol, key 
 

Sketch map, Aerial 
photographs, Feature, 
Human, Physical, Land 
use, Key, Legend, 
Symbols. To use Arial 
photographs and 
junior atlases to 
locate places, human 
and physical features. 
To follow a route on a 
map. 

Atlas, map, aerial photograph, birds  
eye view, scale, key, symbols, 
equator,  
northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, location, compass,  
direction, north, south, east, west, 
northeast (NE), southeast (SE), 
southwest (SW), northwest (NW),  
centimetres (cm),  
millimetres (mm) lowest, highest, 
average , river width, depth and flow 

Arial map, ordinance survey 
maps, google map, political map, 
topographic map, physical map, 
economic/ resource map, scale, 
key, symbols, location, compass, 
direction, bearing, north, south, 
east, west, northeast (NE), 
southeast (SE), southwest (SW), 
northwest (NW), six figure grid 
reference, grid box, equator, 
northern and southern 
hemispheres, Tropics of Cancer/ 
Capricorn, Arctic/ Antarctic 
Circle, longitude and latitude, 
degrees, colour layering, contour, 
contour interval, cross section 
height above sea level, distance, 
kilometres (km) 

six-figure grid 
references 
google maps 
scale 
contour lines 
terrain 
 

 


