
History Vocabulary Progression 

 

 Reception 
As a Historian, I will use 

this vocabulary: 

Year 1 
As a Historian, I will 
use this vocabulary: 

Year 2 
As a Historian, I will 
use this vocabulary: 

Year 3 
As a Historian, I will 
use this vocabulary: 

Year 4 
As a Historian, I will use 

this vocabulary: 

Year 5 
As a Historian, I will 
use this vocabulary: 

Year 6 
As a Historian, I will 
use this vocabulary: 

Chronological 
Understanding 

Yesterday and today 
Old and new (oldest, 
youngest) 
Past and present 
A long time ago 

Modern  
Past and present   
Period  
Tudor  
Georgian  
Victorian  
Timeline  
19th Century  
20th century  
21st century   
Traditional 

Medieval 
Tudor 
Timeline 
Chronological order 
First, next, then, after 
that, finally 
Now, then 
Difference 
Similarity 
Century 
Before/after 

Archaeologists, 
Artefact, Neolithic, 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic 
age, BC, Chronology 

AD/BC, Eras, Timeline, 
Period, Millennium, 
Thousands of years, 
legacy, key events, 
sequence, chronology 

Chronological 
Timeline 
Ancient 
Change 
period 

Chronology 
Timeline 
BC/AD 
heritage 

Range of depth 
and historical 

knowledge 
 

and  
 

Interpretations 
of History 

Family (Mummy/ Daddy/ 
Grandparents) 
Remembrance 
Soldier 
War 
Traditions 
Lam Tsuen wishing tree 
Great Wall of China 
Inuit  
Inukshuk 
Explorer 
What is the same? 
What is different? 
Technology 
Inventions 

Typewriter  
Rug beater  
Bed pan  
Range of materials   
Clockwork   
Peg dolls  
Electricity  
Homemade  
Inuit  
Inukshuk  
Explorer  
Adventure  
Culture  
Native  
Travel  
Transport  
Steam engine  
Electric cars  
Petrol  
Railway  
Motor  

Castle, Defence, Enemy, 
Knight, Moat, 
Drawbridge, 
Battlements, Motte and 
bailey, Curtain wall, 
Portcullis, Arrow slit, 
dungeon, King Henry VIII, 
Queen Catherine, 
Feast, Jester, King James 
I, Houses of Parliament, 
Gunpowder Plot, 
Catholic, Treason,  
King Charles II, Sir 
William Petty, Samuel 
Pepys, Christopher Wren, 
St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Pudding Lane, Storm 
lantern, Fire hook, 
Bucket chain 
Hand squirt, Fire engine, 
Fire break, Monument, 
Phoenix,  
Resurgam (I shall rise 
again) 

Tribal, Hunter-
gatherers, Nomadic, 
Domesticated, Shelter, 
Civilization, Settlement, 
Prey, Centurion, 
Empire, Emperor, 
Gladiator, Boudica, 
Conquer, Invade, 
Roman Bath, 
Colosseum, Aqueduct, 
Amphitheatre, 
Hypocaust, Myth, Slave, 
Villa 
 

Civilisation, Empire, 
Pharaoh, Pyramid, Tomb, 
Sarcophagus, Mythology, 
Nile, Mummy, 
Hieroglyphics, Monument, 
Papyrus, Archaeologist, 
Tutankhamen 
Settlement, Long ships, 
Scots, King Arthur, 
Invasion, Conquest, 
Raiding, Wessex, 
Kingdoms, Sutton Hoo, 
Mercia, Kent, East-Anglia, 
Northumbria 
Longship /longhouse, 
Runes, Warrior, Odin, 
Edward the confessor, 
Scandinavia, Settlement, 
Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, Danelaw, 
Conquer, Invader, Raids, 
Norse 

Civilisation, Empire, 
Democracy, Legacy, 
Compare, Axis, Allies,  
Nazi, evacuation, 
evacuee, blitz, holocaust, 
Luftwaffe, refugees, 
Kindertransport, Anne 
Frank, Winston Churchill, 
battlefield, siren, gas 
mask, air raid, invade, 
philosophy, Athenians, 
Spartans, democracy, 
Olympics, truce, 
Gods/Goddesses, Apollo, 
sacred, truce, temple, 
Acropolis, Parthenon, 
marathon, citizen, 
alphabet, tragedy, 
Hellenistic, mythology, 
influence 

Slash and burn 
Hierarchy in society 
Religious beliefs 
Gods 
Sacrifice 
Influence 
Codices 
Scribes 
Advanced 
mathematicians 
Human rights 
Inequality/equality 
Justice/injustice 
Discrimination 
Abolition of Slavery 
Windrush generation 
Empathy 
 
 

Historical 
enquiry 

Photograph 
Picture 
Object 
Painting 

Print  
Text  
Interview  
First-hand experience 

Artefact, Eyewitness,  
Expert, Guide, Research, 
Question, Diary, 
Newspaper report. 

Artefact, objects, cave 
paintings, historical 
documents 

First hand evidence, 
second hand evidence, 
document, hieroglyphics, 
recorded, archaeologist, 
artefact, excavate, primary 
source, secondary source, 
reliable. 

Secondary sources 
Primary sources 
Evidence 
Interpretation 
Historians 
Archaeologist 

Sources 
change 
cause 
similarity and difference 
significance 
evidence 
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