
Vocabulary Progression for RE 

Religion/ 
Year Group 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

General 
Vocabulary 

Religion 
Beliefs 
Special place 
Special stories 
Special book 
Prayer 
Celebration 
Festival 

Beliefs 
Sacred 
Holy 
Faith 
Celebration 
Festival  
Belonging 
Symbol 
Worship 

Faith 
Provider 
Respect 
Role model 
Ceremony  
Authority 
Obedience Symbol 
Holy Book 
Holiness 
Rituals 
Practise 

Values Forgiveness 
Trust 
Love 
Hope 
Sacred Texts 

Spiritual, 
Commitment 
Values 
Prayer 
Pilgrim 
Pilgrimage 
Ritual 
Community 
 

Century 
Respect 
Tolerance, 
Acceptance 
Sensitivity 
Fairness 
Love 
Forgiveness 
Values 
 
 

Life after death 
Soul 
Reincarnation 
Karma 
Judgement 
Afterlife 
Salvation 
Heaven 
paradise 
Charity 
Generosity 
Identity 
Belonging 
sacred 
Religious 
Non-religious 
Moral code 
Humanists 
Moral Code 
World Religions 
World Views 
scripture 
  
Zakat 
Ummah 
Ahimsa 
 

Christianity Christian  
God  
Bible  
Jesus 
God 
Church  

Christian 
God 
Creator  
Christmas 
Easter 
Jesus 
Church 
Altar 
Font 
Bible  
Miracle 
Disciple 
Parable 
Vicar 
Cross 
Pew 
Christening  

Father 
The Word of God 
New Testament 
Old Testament Holy 
Week 
Good Friday 
Last Supper  
Resurrection 
Crucifixion 
Saint 
Christ 
Lord 
Symbol 
Advent 
Herod 
Christingle 
Wreath 

Trinity 
Father 
Son 
Holy Spirit 
Gospels 
Hymn 
Holy communion 
Eucharist 
Lectern 
Sermon 
Advent 
Lent 
Ascension 
Pentecost 

Parable  
Resurrection 
Gratitude 
Worship 
Crucifixion  
Conquer 
 

Father,  
Spirit  
Eternal ,  
Almighty , Shepherd 
Baptist 
Anglican 
Theist 
Atheist 
Agnostic 
Creation 
Lourdes 
Genesis 
 



Vocabulary Progression for RE 
Wedding 
 

Place of worship 

Islam 
 (Muslim)  

Muslim 
Mosque 
Allah 
 

Muslim 
Islam 
Allah 
Mosque 
Eid 
Qur’an 
Ramadan 
Mihrab 
Tasbih Beads 
Minaret 
Prayer Mat 

Prophet 
Mohammed 
Mecca 
Crescent Moon 
 

  Pilgrimage 
Shrine 
Haj 
The Qur’an 
The Five Pillars 
Shaddah 
Salat 
Sawm 
Zakat 
Mosque 
 

Judaism Jew 
Jewish 
Synagogue 
Torah  
Moses 

Jewish 
Synagogue 
Torah 
Chanukah/Hanukkah
Judaism 
Shabbat 
 

Tenakh  
Abraham 
Covenant  
Shabbat 
Pesach  
Exodus 
Sukkot 
Chanukkah  
Hebrew 

 Rosh Ashana 
Bar Mitsvah  
 

Synagogue 
House of 
 Assembly 
Orthodox 
The Western Wall 

Hindu     Sanatana Dharma 
Murtis 
Rituals 
Moral 
Karma 
 

 

Buddhist     Buddha 
Suffering 
Nirvana  
Mindfulness 
Incense 
Wesak 
Enlightenment  

  



Vocabulary Progression for RE 

 

Sikhism    Guru Nanak 
Sikhism  
Baisakhi 
Gurdwara 
Guru Granth Sahib 

  

Atheist  Non –religious  Non-religious 
 

Atheist  Atheist  
 

Atheist 
Humanists 

The Big Bang 
Theory 
Evolution 
Universe 
Protons 
Neutrons 
Chemical Elements 
 


